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We are delighted to announce the release of this first series of Limited Editions from 

The Lenkiewicz Archive: Series One – ‘The Painter with Women’. 

This series of Limited Editions demonstrates the artist’s unrivalled skill amongst his 

contemporaries in painting the human figure from life on a large scale. His trademark 

ability to capture the drama of light and dark, as well as the subtleties of skin tones and 

sensuous fabric, is amply illustrated, as is his use of rich and vibrant colour.

The Editions are accompanied by an important new publication from White Lane 

Press, ‘The Painter with Women – the evolution of a Project’, a book which uses 

Lenkiewicz’s own diaries and archive material to give a fascinating insight into the 

ideas behind the Project and the mind of the artist. 

His sumptuously-illustrated diaries and notebooks also  form the basis of a new series 

of publications of boxed non-folio editions from The Lenkiewicz Archive. The first 

volume is from the 1978 ‘The Eliza Notebook’ and is just the beginning of a series 

which will build into a carefully selected collection of previously unseen work from 

Lenkiewicz’s private archive.



B o r n  i n  L o n d o n  i n  1 9 4 1 ,  R o b e r t  L e n k i e w i c z  w a s  t h e  s o n  o f   r e f u g e e s  w h o  r a n  a  Je w i s h  h o t e l 
i n  n o r t h  L o n d o n .  T h e  m o s t l y  e l d e r l y  r e s i d e n t s ,  m a n y  o f  t h e m  s t e e p e d  i n  t h e  Je w i s h  t r a d i t i o n 
‘ T h o u  s h a l t  n o t  m a k e  u n t o  t h e e  a n y  g r av e n  i m a g e’,  b e c a m e  t h e  p a i n t e r ’s  f i r s t  s i t t e r s .  In  t h e i r 
c o m p a n y  t h e  y o u n g  L e n k i e w i c z  w i t n e s s e d  o f t e n  h a r r o w i n g  s c e n e s  d u e  t o  t h e  v i c i s s i t u d e s 
o f  o l d  a g e  o r  d e m e n t i a ,  b u t  h e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  h o t e l  e nv i r o n m e n t  a s  ‘s a l u t a r y  a n d  t h o u g h t 
p r o v o k i n g .’  A t  s i x t e e n  L e n k i e w i c z  a t t e n d e d  S t  M a r t i n’s  C o l l e g e  o f  A r t  &  D e s i g n  a n d  l a t e r  t h e 
R o y a l  A c a d e m y  S c h o o l s .  He  w a s  h o w e v e r,  v i r t u a l l y  i m p e r v i o u s  t o  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a r t  f a s h i o n s , 
b e i n g  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s  f av o u r i t e  p a i n t i n g s  i n  t h e  Na t i o n a l  G a l l e r y  b y  h i s  a r t i s t i c  h e r o e s , 
R e m b r a n d t ,  Ve l á z q u e z  a n d  M i c h e l a n g e l o.  In s p i r e d  b y  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  a n d 
p h i l o s o p h e r  A l b e r t  S c h w e i t z e r ,  L e n k i e w i c z  t h r e w  o p e n  t h e  d o o r s  o f  h i s  Ha m p s t e a d  s t u d i o s  t o 
a n y o n e  i n  n e e d  o f  a  r o o f  –  d o w n  a n d  o u t s ,  a d d i c t s ,  c r i m i n a l s  a n d  t h e  m e n t a l l y  i l l  c o n g r e g a t e d 
t h e r e .  T h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  h i s  p a i n t i n g s  a s  a  y o u n g  m a n .

A f t e r  m o v i n g  t o  P l y m o u t h  i n  1 9 6 9 ,  t h e  a r t i s t  a t t r a c t e d  s o  m a n y  v a g r a n t s  a n d  s t r e e t  a l c o h o l i c s 
t h a t  h e  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  c o m m a n d e e r  d e r e l i c t  w a r e h o u s e s  t o  h o u s e  t h e m .  O n e  o f  t h e s e  w a r e h o u s e s 
a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  a  s t u d i o  a n d  i n  1 9 7 3  b e c a m e  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  s p a c e  f o r  t h e  Va g ra n c y  P r o j e c t .  T h e 
Va g ra n c y  P r o j e c t  c o n s i s t e d  i n  p a i n t i n g s  o f  t h e  v a g r a n t s  a n d  a  l a r g e  b o o k  o f  n o t e s  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e 
d o w n - a n d - o u t s  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  c a r e  a n d  c o n t r o l .  T h e  f o r m a t  o f  t h e 
‘ P r o j e c t ’  –  c o m b i n i n g  t h e m a t i c a l l y  l i n k e d  p a i n t i n g s  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  n o t e s  a n d 
t h e  c o l l e c t e d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s i t t e r s  –  w a s  t o  b e  u s e d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  t h r o u g h o u t  L e n k i e w i c z ’s 
c a r e e r.  P r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s  M e n t a l  Ha n d i c a p  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  O l d  A g e  ( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  S u i c i d e  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  a n d  D e a t h 
( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o s t r a c i s e d ,  h i d d e n  s e c t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y.

In  a  p a r a l l e l  l i n e  o f  i n q u i r y,  L e n k i e w i c z  o f t e n  a d o p t e d  a  m e t a p h o r i c a l  p i c t o r i a l  s t y l e  t o  p o r t r ay 
h u m a n  p h y s i o l o g y  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  c r i s i s  i n  P r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s  L o v e  &  M e d i o c r i t y  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  Je a l o u s y 
( 1 9 7 7 ) ,  O r g a s m  ( 1 9 7 8 )  a n d  T h e  Pa i n t e r  w i t h  M a r y  ( 1 9 8 1 ) .  T h e s e  P r o j e c t s  e x a m i n e d  ‘ t h e 
f a l l i n g  i n  l o v e  e x p e r i e n c e’  a n d  l e d  t h e  a r t i s t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p h y s i o l o g y  o f  d e s i r e  i t s e l f  w a s 
‘ t h e  s t r a i g h t  r o a d  t o  f a s c i s m’  –  t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  t r e a t  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  a s  p r o p e r t y.  T h e s e  i d e a s 
w e r e  i nv e s t i g a t e d  i n  d e p t h  i n  h i s  e i g h t e e n t h  P r o j e c t ,  T h e  Pa i n t e r  w i t h  Wo m e n :  O b s e r v a t i o n s 
o n  t h e  T h e m e  o f  t h e  D o u b l e .  A  p a r t i a l  s h o w i n g  o n  t h i s  t h e m e  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h e  In t e r n a t i o n a l 
C o nv e n t i o n  C e n t r e  i n  B i r m i n g h a m  i n  1 9 9 4  a n d  a t t r a c t e d  o v e r  3 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  i n  j u s t  o v e r  o n e 
w e e k .

R o b e r t  L e n k i e w i c z  d i e d  o n  5  A u g u s t  2 0 0 2  f r o m  a  s e r i o u s  h e a r t  c o n d i t i o n .  In  h i s  o b i t u a r y  o f 
L e n k i e w i c z ,  a r t  c r i t i c  D av i d  L e e  o b s e r v e d :  ‘ R o b e r t ’s  g r e a t e s t  g i f t  w a s  t o  s h o w  u s  t h a t  a n  a r t i s t 
c o u l d  b e  g e n u i n e l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  s o c i a l  a n d  d o m e s t i c  i s s u e s  a n d  a t t e m p t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  o f 
e x p r e s s i n g  t h i s  c o n s c i e n c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e e p l y  u n f a s h i o n a b l e  m e d i u m  o f  f i g u ra t i v e  p a i n t i n g .  In  t h a t 
s e n s e  h e  w a s  o n e  o f  f e w  s e r i o u s  p a i n t e r s  o f  c o n t e m p o ra r y  h i s t o r y. ’ 

S i n c e  h i s  p r e m a t u r e  d e a t h ,  L e n k i e w i c z  h a s  g a i n e d  g r o w i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  o n e  o f  B r i t a i n’s  m o s t 
i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s t - w a r  f i g u r a t i v e  a r t i s t s .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  r e i n f o r c e d  b y  m u s e u m 
e x h i b i t i o n s  a t  t h e  B e n  Ur i  Je w i s h  M u s e u m  o f  A r t  ( 2 0 0 8 ) ,  P l y m o u t h  C i t y  M u s e u m  ( 2 0 0 9 ) ,  a n d 
i n  2 0 1 1  a t  T h e  R o y a l  We s t  o f  E n g l a n d  A c a d e m y  a n d  To r r e  A b b e y,  t h e  S o u t h - w e s t ’s  l e a d i n g 
h e r i t a g e  c e n t r e .

Lenkiewicz paints in his Barbican 

studio c.1993. Photo: Derek Harris.



Editions
This remarkable exhibition presents the artist’s first collection of  

Limited Edition fine art prints since the copyright passed to The 

Lenkiewicz Foundation in 2010.  The ten individual images are available 

as an edition of 150 on paper, and an edition of 49 created as oversized 

Deluxe Editions of paper on board. Each edition is authenticated by  

The Lenkiewicz Archive and exhibits the artist’s signature.


